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A Message from the ESC Superintendent  
Teachers possess a great power to influence children 

and ultimately shape America's future.  A good teacher 

can influence a student’s chances to select a career 

field, attend college or technical training, earn more 

money, and be the next great mind to change the world. In a 2012 

study, The RAND Corporation, a leading research nonprofit, found that 

"teachers matter more to student achievement than any other aspect 

of schooling." National Teacher's Day is celebrated on May 9, 2017. I 

salute the many teachers in my life that helped chart my professional 

course.  Teaching isn't easy but the opportunity to empower others is 

very fulfilling. 

 

Upcoming in May: 

 
 

 May 15-16, 2017 

MSP Workshop 

 

 May 29, 2017 

Memorial Day – ESC Closed 
 

Gallia-Vinton ESC AdvancED Accreditation Renewed  
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC has completed a 5-year review 

process for AdvancED re-accreditation.  On April 2-5, 2017, 

a national review team visited the ESC to meet with agency 

staff, local school district personnel, and community 

stakeholders and to make site visits to observe agency 

programs. Following the review, the Gallia-Vinton ESC was 

recommended for re-accreditation through 2022. 
 

In preparing for the review, agency staff conducted a self-

evaluation of the agency’s vision, strategies, priorities, 

leadership, programs and resources against a set of 

standards and associated indicators. Following the self-

evaluation process, an executive summary was written that 

described the agency, its purpose, notable achievements 

and areas of improvement. Five Standards were 

documented through artifacts in the areas of: 1) Purpose and Direction, 2) Governance and Leadership,  

3) Teaching and Assessing for Learning, 4) Resources and Support Systems, and 5) Using Results for 

Continuous Improvement. 
 

Dr. Denise Shockley, ESC Superintendent, said, “I am most appreciative of the ESC staff in preparing for the 

accreditation review. Doug Hale did a tremendous job of chairing the process as he committed countless 

hours to the effort. Over ninety board members, administrators, teachers, students and community 

stakeholders participated in the review. A special thanks to all that contributed to helping the ESC maintain 

accreditation.”    

Pictured left to right: Phil Ackerman (Ohio Valley 

ESC), Dr. Shockley, Mike Trego (ESC of Central Ohio), 

Doug Hale, Scott Howell (Madison-Champaign ESC), 

Dr. Michael Bugenski (AdvancEd Representative) 

and Tammy Stowers (RESA2 - West Virginia) 
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Battle Over Books Competition 
 

The Wellston High School (WHS) Book Club participated in the second annual 

Battle Over Books competition on April 20 in Lancaster, OH.  WHS worked hard 

this year to defend their championship title! Starting 

in August, the book club read books, wrote practice 

questions, and practiced quiz rounds.  
 

During the competition, team members were 

quizzed over 11 books. This year, the book selection 

included the following titles: Bell Jar; Harriet Tubman, 

The Moses of Her People; I Hunt Killers; Everything, 

Everything,  War Brothers; Girl in the Blue Coat; When the Last Leaf Falls; Uprooted; 

We Are All Made of Molecules; The Martian; and The Rithmatist. Beginning in 

October, the book club met twice a week after school to prepare during WRAP, 

the WHS after school program. The students are excited to hold a 2 for 2 record in 

this regional competition hosted by New Lexington City Schools. 
 

 

Franklin B. Walter Awards 
 

The Franklin B. Walter All-Scholastic Award Program recognizes outstanding 

student achievement. One senior from each of Ohio's eighty-eight counties 

is chosen to receive this annual honor. The award is named after Dr. 

Franklin B. Walter, State Superintendent from 1977-1991. During his tenure, 

Dr. Walter worked with three governors and significantly improved public 

education in Ohio.   
 

Recipients from the Class of 2017 were honored on April 12, 2017, at an 

awards program in Columbus, Ohio. Paolo DeMaria, State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction, was the guest speaker. Awards were presented by the 

Ohio Educational Service Center Association (OESCA). 
 

Pictured L to R: Madelynn Simpson (South Gallia High School), Ryan Exline (Jackson High School), Dr. Denise 

Shockley (ESC Superintendent), and Alexis Smith (Vinton County High School) 
 

Gallipolis City Afterschool Special Events   
 

Gallia Academy High School and Gallia Academy Middle School participants 

watched the movie Beauty and the Beast at Silver Screen VII.  In addition, 

Washington Elementary students in the CATS program and their parents enjoyed a 

Saturday morning movie choice of either the Smurfs or Boss Baby. 
 

Gallia Academy Middle School student in the ROCKS 

program also had an afternoon at the Skyline Lanes 

Bowling Alley.  ROCKS participants spent the last 

evening of the ROCKS program at the Bossard Library 

where they were treated to an afternoon of building 

and racing their own Bristlebots.  
  

Washington Elementary CATS 

participants spent a fun-filled afternoon at the Southeastern Ohio 

Gymnastic Academy (SOGA). Students in kindergarten through 2nd 

grade attended one session and students in 3rd through 5th grade 

enjoyed time at the facility on another afternoon. A special thank 

you is given to Silver Screen VII, Bossard Library, Skyline Lanes, and 

the Southeastern Ohio Gymnastic Academy for welcoming the 

afterschool program participants.  
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Memorial Day started as 

an event to honor Union 

soldiers who had died 

during the American Civil 

War. It was inspired by the 

way people in the 

Southern states honored 

their dead. After World 

War I, it was extended to include all men and 

women who died in any war or military action. 

Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration 

Day. The current name for this day did not come 

into use until after World War II. Memorial Day is 

observed on the last Monday in May. 

 Columbus Zoo Visits 

Family Science Night 
 

A science night was held 

at Chesapeake Middle 

School to promote family 

involvement and 

community awareness in 

science.  Over 300 people 

attended the event and 

enjoyed many exhibits 

including the Columbus 

Zoo animals. Funding for the event was provided 

by a Math/Science Partnership (MSP) grant in 

collaboration with URG and the Gallia-Vinton ESC.  
 

ESC Consultants attend National Afterschool Conference 
 

Jill Baldwin, David Moore, and Debbie Canter are shown at the National Afterschool 

Association (NAA) Conference held recently in Dallas, Texas.  NAA is the association 

for professionals who work with children and youth in diverse school and community-

based settings to provide a wide variety of extended learning opportunities and care 

during out-of-school hours. The 2017 conference theme was "Rising to the Challenge: 

Game On!" and focused on four programming strands. Participants could select from 

over 200 workshops, learning express sessions and poster art exhibits in the strands of  

1) Developing High Quality and Innovative Programs, 2) Healthy Eating, Physical 

Activity, Community and Family Engagement, 3) Youth Engagement, and 4) Program 

and Professional Development. 
 

The Gallia-Vinton ESC coordinates 20 afterschool programs in Southeastern Ohio.  Funding for the programs 

are made possible by 21st Century Community Learning Center (CCLC) grants provided by the Ohio 

Department of Education.  
 

Centralized Transportation Center Update 
 

Construction and utility crews have been busy at the "Gallia Fleet Services" site. Currently, installation of the 

bus wash system, HVAC, electric service, fiber drops, sidewalk concrete pours, and parking lot excavation 

are in progress. The next construction phase will include fuel tank setting, drywalling, installation of the 

parking lot gravel base, and security fencing.  It is expected that the facility will be ready for operation by 

late June. 
 

The shared services collaboration among Gallipolis City Schools, Buckeye Hills Career Center, Ohio Valley 

Christian School, Gallia County Commissioners, and the Rio Grande Fire Department will focus on 

maintenance of vehicles owned by each entity.  The facility is near Green Elementary on property owned by 

the Gallipolis City Schools.  The shared services initiative is projected to save twenty percent in parts and fifty 

percent in labor.   
 

       
 

Courtney Ridenour, CMS 
teacher, seen holding a baby 

kangaroo 
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Wellston City Schools Community 
Partners and Student Showcases  

 

I.-W.R.A.P. 
Wellston Intermediate School hosted a Student Showcase on 

Wednesday April 19, 2017.  Wanda Gill, Site-Coordinator, invited 

parents to spend an afternoon visiting with their children during 

the I.-W.R.A.P program.  The parents helped with or observed 

their children doing homework during the academic hour and 

then were invited to participate with their child during the 

activity portion of the program. 
 

     
 

B.-W.R.A.P.  
Bundy Elementary hosted a Student Showcase on Thursday April 20, 

2017. Terri Martin, Site-Coordinator, arranged to have several community 

people set up display tables to show parents and children what activities 

were planned for the summer. Those businesses and/or agencies 

attending were: Wellston Skateland--Carolyn Stewart; The Sylvester 

Memorial Library--Vickie Stephenson, Children's Librarian; Roman 

Brandau--Wellston Volunteer Fireman to talk about water safety; Wellston 

Police Depaartment--a lady officer to talk about bicycle safety; Jackson 

YMCA--a representative who told parents and children about their 

summer "Camp Adventure"; and Wellston McDonald's Manager--Nadina 

Peart.  Terri Martin informed the parents about the safe and fun summer 

activities available in their neighborhood. 
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ESC Spring Business Advisory Council 
 

The ESC hosted a spring Business Advisory Council meeting on April 

4, 2017.  Members of the AdvancED Review Team were present and 

the program was entitled "Spring Delights." Dr. Denise Shockley, 

Superintendent of the ESC, along with members of the ESC Team 

gave a review of the work of the ESC over the past 6 months and 

reported on possible programs that may be sought in 2017-

2018.  These suggested programs came about as a result of 

dialogue with stakeholders in the community. The following 

representatives from the community were highlighted: 

 

 John Gibson, Assistant Principal at Chesapeake Middle School, reported on the need for stakeholders 

to advocate for after school program funding. Mr. Gibson read a letter from one of his students asking 

her state representative why school funding for after school programing was being eliminated.  Mr. 

Gibson requested others in the community to write letters of support on the state and federal levels. 

 

 Lucinda Kessler, owner of Lee's Steakhouse in Wellston, presented on reviving musical traditions.  Ms. 

Kessler is an avid guitarist and teaches students in one of the ESC after school programs. She was 

delighted to share one of the musical arrangements that she 

had taught to her students. A contest to identify the best and 

most advanced student in her class was held.  The winner 

received a guitar. 

 

 Shadra Jenkins, author of "Ella's Daddy", shared how the 

book was the result of a personal experience from her 

family.  The book is about a child named Ella who doesn't 

have a father involved in her life. The story reveals how Ella 

responds when confronted by other children as to why her 

father was able to do everything their fathers could do. Her 

reply was, "Because HE is my Heavenly Father and He is 

always with me. He never sleeps and He is the LIGHT of my 

life." 
 

ESC Resident Educator Year 1 & 2 Meetings 
 

The final meetings for Years 1 and 2 Resident Educators 

and mentors were held in March at the Gallia-Vinton 

Educational Service Center.  
 

During the morning, Resident Educators and mentors were 

provided sample teacher submissions aligned to the 

Communication and Professional Development task of the 

Resident Educator Summative Assessment. Groups of 

Resident Educators and mentors used rubrics with 

established criteria and guidance from scoring notes to determine a score for each of the sample 

submissions. The teacher groups became skillful in utilizing evidence to determine a fair value for the mock 

examples. Most importantly, the Resident Educators recognized the significance of utilizing the rubric and 

scoring notes to create their personal responses to prompts when it becomes their turn to take the 

summative assessment. 
 

In the afternoon, Resident Educators and their mentors provided evidence of the Ohio Department of 

Education’s required work for novice teachers and completed a checklist for documentation. The Resident 

Educator and mentors made note of what tasks were left to be done by the end of April. Program 

Coordinators will be visiting the Resident Educators and mentors in late April and early May to validate the 

completion of the program specifications for Years 1 and 2 participants.  
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Madcap Puppets Featured at Parent Academy and Literacy Event  
 

Bundy Elementary and Wellston City Intermediate School hosted a Parent Academy on 

April 4, 2017 with a performance by the Madcap Puppets. The students and parents 

were delighted by the performance of "Monsters of Baseball." Some students had an 

opportunity to join the puppets on stage to try a bit of acting.  The “Monsters of 

Baseball” theme—be accepting; don’t exclude others because they may be different 

from you-- comes at a time when many of the students will be joining “Little League” 

teams to see if they can bat a ball out of the park! 

 

Madcap Productions combine puppetry, music, acting and the fine arts to engage 

diverse audiences with images that challenge and delight, 

educate and celebrate. The take-away was that drama is a form of literacy which 

was the theme of the Parent Academy. The parents were given a take-home 

package of stories and reading worksheet as well as tips on how to work with their 

children during the summer to improve their reading skills. 
 

The Madcap Puppets also performed for a joint L.E.A.D.S. after school program for 

Hannan Trace and Southwestern Elementary Schools on April 18, 2017. Students 

learned how the puppets were made and how to work a puppet with a storyline. 

Literacy packets were distributed along with a list of summer reading programs and 

activities to be held at the Bossard Memorial Library.  
 

Easter Egg Hunt at Local Elementary Schools 
 

A family event was held at Southwestern and Hannan Trace L.E.A.D.S. 

afterschool programs for students and families.  The Easter Egg Hunt 

allowed parents to watch their children hunt for candy filled eggs with 

siblings and friends. After the hunt, an Easter Basket drawing was held in 

which two Easter baskets per grade K-5 were given away. Parents 

received a math packet that consisted of games and puzzles to practice 

with their children and four books to take home. Each student received a 

bunny pop. A large crowd attended both locations and the site 

coordinators considered the family event a huge success. 

           
 

Books Come Alive in Oak Hill 
 

The OAKS after school program hosted a parent event titled “Books 

Come Alive” at Oak Hill Elementary on Thursday, April 20.  Family 

Coordinator Rita Persin held a short session for the parents before 

sending them to the classrooms and the information fair in the library. 

Students filled their presentation boards with information about the 

book they had chosen and many were dressed as the book’s main 

character. Afterwards, families visited the school library to speak with 

community partners including the Oak Hill Public Library, Holzer Medical 

Center, Adena, Wesbanco, Community Action, WIC and RSVP - Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 
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Angie Underwood, Mural Artist, Honored at ESC Board Meeting 
 

Dr. Denise Shockley, ESC Superintendent, recognized Angie Underwood at a recent 

ESC Governing Board Meeting for her artistic work at the Gallia-Vinton 

Educational Service Center. Angie has designed and painted murals depicting the 

area high schools, major ESC programs, and strategic statements of the Gallia-

Vinton ESC. A cake was presented to Angie with one of her "original" creations.  
 

    
 

     
  

Spotlight on 

ESC Staff 

 

High School Graduation Schedules 
 

May 19, 2017 

Oak Hill High School 

Vinton County High School 
 

May 26, 2017 

Jackson High School 

Wellston High School 

River Valley High School 

Gallia Academy High School 
 

May 27, 2017 

South Gallia High School 
 

May 28, 2017 

Chesapeake High School 

 

 

Linda Bartoe is a graduate of 

Vinton County High School.  She 

attended Rio Grande College for 

one year. Past employment 

includes Austin Powder, Vinton 

County Floral, and Huston's Nursing 

Home.  Linda has been employed 

by the Gallia-Vinton ESC since 

2015 as the attendance officer 

assigned to the Vinton County Local Schools. 

 

 

County Fair Schedule 
 Jackson Co. Junior Fair 

July 14-22 

 Vinton Co. Junior Fair 

July 24-29 

 Gallia Co. Junior Fair  

July 31 – August 5 

Angie is a resident of the 

Chesapeake area and holds 

a Bachelor’s Degree from 

Marshall University. 
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The 2nd Annual Ohio Junior Beta Convention was held in Columbus, Ohio, on March 

22, 2017. Four hundred students in grades 5-8 participated in leadership activities, 

competitions, and general sessions. Megan Macke, Vinton County Middle School 

teacher, was the state sponsor.  
 

Beta is an academic honors program with a strong emphasis on community 

service. Its motto is "Let Us Lead By Serving Others." Students are awarded 

membership based on their grades and character traits and school and community service.  
  

Ohio award winners are eligible to compete at the National Beta Junior Convention in Orlando, Florida, 

on June 25-28, 2017, in one of 32 categories.   
 

Spotlight Your Club 

Technology 

Wreaths 

Sculpture 

Sketching 

Speech 

Math 

Language Arts 
 

Recyclable Art 

Advertising Design 

Banners 

Book Battle 

Color Photography 

Digital Art 

Fiber Arts 

Group Talent 

 
Vinton Elementary 

2017-2018 State Officers 
 

State President 

Braden McGuire 

River Valley Middle School 
 

Secretary 

Ashley Forrest  

Vinton County Middle School 
 

Reporter 

Emma Clary 

Hannan Trace Elementary 

 
Grace Truance and Riley Spaun 

from Addaville Elementary 

T-Shirt 

Scrapbook 

Pastels 

Quiz Bowl 

Poetry 

Tower of Power 

Essay 

Black & White Photography 

Living Literature 

Painting 

 

Divison I – Grades 4-5 

Division II – Grades 6-8 

 

 
Madison Spurlock and Isabella 

Cochran (SGMS) with Club Banner 

 

 
Chance Gilman (RVHS) and Emma 

Clary (HTE) with National Beta 

President Kilrain Pipleon 

 


